
Coll & the Cosmos
  Follow Up Information



Useful Astronomy Websites, Links & Software
• BBC - Sky at Night
• BBC - Stargazing Live
• www.kidsastronomy.com
• European Space Agency - ESA
• National Aeronautics and Space Administration - NASA
• Space.com
• Free Open Source Planetarium Software

– Stellarium
– Celestial

• Android Smartphone apps (search on Google Play)
− Google Sky Map - free
− Sky Safari - paid (also on Apple App Store)

• Astronomy Forums 
− Stargazers Lounge (UK based)
− Cloudy Nights (US based)

• Highly Recommended Zooniverse – Real Science Online
• Basic Astrophotography Guide

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006mk7h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b019h4g8
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/
http://www.esa.int/ESA
http://www.nasa.gov/
https://www.space.com/
http://www.stellarium.org/en_GB/
http://www.shatters.net/celestia/
http://stargazerslounge.com/
http://stargazerslounge.com/
http://stargazerslounge.com/
http://www.cloudynights.com/page/index.html
https://www.zooniverse.org/
https://www.zooniverse.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zgwpcdm


Useful Astronomy Tools for Beginners
• Choosing a Telescope (beginners guides)
• Techniques for Setting Up & Using Your Telescope 
• Choosing & Using Binoculars 
• Using a Planisphere 
• Star Hopping 
• Star Charts (All Sky) / Telrad Finder Charts ‘Messier’ & ‘Caldwell’
• Getting the Best from Your Telescope

– Telescope Collimation 
– Telescope Alignment / Polar Alignment
– Dark Adaption / Red Light
– Averted Vision
– Cool Down – make sure your telescope mirror/lens has reached ambient outside 

temp before you start observing. (min 20/30 minutes)
• Useful Publications

– Sky at Night Monthly Magazine & Astronomy Now Monthly Magazine
– Philip’s Annual Stargazing Guide
– Philip’s Planisphere
– Patrick Moore – Beginner’s Guide to Astronomy 
– Steve Richards - Making Every Photon Count (Beginners Guide to 

Astrophotography)
– ‘Turn Left at Orion’ (excellent beginners guide to finding objects with a scope) 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/tv/stargazinglive/sgl_guide_to_telescopes.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/tv/stargazinglive/sgl_guide_to_telescopes.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/tv/stargazinglive/sgl_guide_to_telescopes.pdf
http://www.themcdonalds.net/richard/index.php?title=Setting_Up_Your_Telescope
http://binocularsky.com/
http://binocularsky.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbz3QnAbzFM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbz3QnAbzFM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbz3QnAbzFM
http://www.skyatnightmagazine.com/feature/general-guide/find-your-way-around-skies
http://observe.phy.sfasu.edu/SFAStarCharts/SFAStarChartsAll.pdf
http://www.astro-tom.com/messier/messier_finder_charts/messier_maps.htm
http://www.solarius.net/Pages/Articles/dbArticle.aspx?artid=caldwell_finders
http://www.astro-baby.com/collimation/astro%20babys%20collimation%20guide.htm
http://www.astro-baby.com/simplepolar/simple_polar_alignment.htm
http://oneminuteastronomer.com/88/dark-adaptation/
http://oneminuteastronomer.com/88/dark-adaptation/
http://oneminuteastronomer.com/86/averted-vision/
http://oneminuteastronomer.com/86/averted-vision/


Star Camps
• Most star camps are announced through Stargazers Lounge 

here - http://stargazerslounge.com/forum/45-star-parties/ 
• Northumberland - Kielder Star Camp (usually Mar/Oct) 

http://kielderforeststarcamp.org/
• Galloway Star Camp (Info on dates usually Feb/Nov are put 

up on SGL Star party page - book direct through the 
campsite http://www.drumroamin.co.uk/)

• Norfolk - Autumn Equinox Sky Camp - 
http://starparty.las-astro.org.uk/index.php 

• Stargazers Lounge Official Star Camp 
https://stargazerslounge.com/forum/202-sgl-star-parties/

MUST SEE EVENT
• Want to see a total eclipse of the Sun, totality covers coast to 

coast Chile – July 2019 or USA – April 2024!



Some “Must See” Astronomy Stuff
Movies: 
• “Contact”, “Gravity”, “Interstellar” & “The Martian”
Documentaries: 
• The Wonders of the Universe (BBC) Brian Cox
• The Wonders of the Solar System (BBC) Brian Cox
• Carl Sagan’s Series “Cosmos” (available free on YouTube)
• Neil deGrasse Tyson’s Remake of “Cosmos”
• BBC Voyager Documentary (available on BBC Store)
• Hubble IMAX 3D
Other Stuff:
• The Hubble Images & Videos (http://hubblesite.org/)
• The Sky at Night Show (2nd Sunday in Month BBC 4)
• The Sky at Night Show (back catalogue, selection available 

on iPlayer)
• BBC Stargazing Live Jan/Feb/Mar (month varies)

http://stargazerslounge.com/forum/45-star-parties/
http://kielderforeststarcamp.org/
http://www.drumroamin.co.uk/
http://starparty.las-astro.org.uk/index.php
https://stargazerslounge.com/forum/202-sgl-star-parties/


Short Astro Videos & Virtual Reality
Short Videos: Intro to Astronomy , Most Astounding Fact, 

A Brief Timeline of EVERYTHING, Size Comparison HD, 
Solar System to Scale, Seeing Andromeda (Prof. Brian Cox)

Virtual Reality for Android Smart-Phones: 
Please note VR works best with newer smart phones, this is a 

very basic look at what's available. You will need to do your 
own research before any purchase.

Google Cardboard Overview:
https://www.google.co.uk/get/cardboard/

VR Review: Headsets  VR Headsets for use with Android 
smart-phones: Basic, Standard, Premium

VR Apps: Google Cardboard, VR Cosmic Rollercoaster, 
Titans of Space,

http://hubblesite.org/


Free Distance Learning

• https://www.coursera.org/courses/?query=astronomy&domains=phys
ical-science-and-engineering

• https://www.coursera.org/courses/?query=astrobiology&domains=ph
ysical-science-and-engineering

• http://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses?subject_filter=669&lev
el_filter=&duration_filter=&sort_by=mostpopular&per_page=25#toggl
e_filter_options

There are some amazing free online courses that are 
available to do if you have some spare time. I’d highly 
recommend giving them a go. Below are links to Coursera 
and the Open University. These courses are done in 
collaboration with some of the top universities and 
professors from around the world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8zZZZzppIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9D05ej8u-gU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_Om5TNJVmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEheh1BH34Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR3Igc3Rhfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkjuIoCorTE
https://www.google.co.uk/get/cardboard/
http://www.pocket-lint.com/news/132945-best-vr-headsets-to-buy-in-2016-whatever-your-budget
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/3D-Virtual-Reality-VR-Cardboard-Headset-FULL-with-NFC-for-Google-Android-iPhone-/151747032805?hash=item2354d3f6e5:g:~ooAAOSwDuJWzM7c
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pasonomi%C2%AE-Glasses-Virtual-adjustable-distance-2016-New-Version/dp/B01C5IXFI8/ref=pd_sim_sbs_107_4?ie=UTF8&dpID=41nRehk0tFL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR160,160_&refRID=2D97B07S0FP0WC4DA45A
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00PQA5DVU/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.samples.apps.cardboarddemo&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.Cosmic.rollercoaster&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.drashvr.titansofspacecb&hl=en_GB
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